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(i) Group I reciprocating powered air-
planes, 12 hours;

(ii) Group I turbopropeller powered
airplanes, 16 hours; and

(iii) Group II airplanes, 16 hours.

(3) For flight attendants—

(i) Group I reciprocating powered air-
planes, 4 hours;

(ii) Group I turbopropeller powered
airplanes, 5 hours; and

(iii) Group II airplanes, 12 hours.

(4) For aircraft dispatchers—

(i) Group I reciprocating powered air-
planes, 8 hours;

(ii) Group I turbopropeller powered
airplanes, 10 hours; and

(iii) Group II airplanes, 20 hours.

(d) Recurrent flight training for
flight crewmembers must include at
least the following:

(1) For pilots, flight training in an
approved simulator in maneuvers and
procedures set forth in the certificate
holder’s approved low-altitude
windshear flight training program and
flight training in maneuvers and proce-
dures set forth in appendix F to this
part, or in a flight training program
approved by the Administrator, except
as follows—

(i) The number of programmed
inflight hours is not specified; and

(ii) Satisfactory completion of a pro-
ficiency check may be substituted for
recurrent flight training as permitted
in §121.433(c).

(2) For flight engineers, flight train-
ing as provided by §121.425(a) except as
follows—

(i) The specified number of inflight
hours is not required; and

(ii) The flight check, other than the
preflight inspection, may be conducted
in an airplane simulator or other train-
ing device. The preflight inspection
may be conducted in an airplane, or by
using an approved pictorial means that
realistically portrays the location and
detail or preflight inspection items and
provides for the portrayal of abnormal
conditions. Satisfactory completion of
an approved line-oriented simulator
training program may be substituted
for the flight check.

(3) For flight navigators, enough
inflight training and an inflight check
to insure competency with respect to
operating procedures and navigation
equipment to be used and familiarity

§121.431

with essential navigation information
pertaining to the certificate holder’s
routes that require a flight navigator.

[Doc. No. 9509, 35 FR 90, Jan. 30, 1970, as
amended by Amdt. 121-80, 36 FR 19362, Oct. 5,
1971; Amdt. 121-144, 43 FR 22647, May 25, 1978;
Amdt.121-199, 53 FR 37697, Sept. 27, 1988;
Amdt. 121-250, 60 FR 65949, Dec. 20, 1995;
Amdt. 121-281, 66 FR 19043, Apr. 12, 2001]

§121.429 [Reserved]

Subpart O—Crewmember
Quallifications

§121.431 Applicability.

(a) This subpart:

(1) Prescribes crewmember qualifica-
tions for all certificate holders except
where otherwise specified. The quali-
fication requirements of this subpart
also apply to each certificate holder
that conducts commuter operations
under part 135 of this chapter with air-
planes for which two pilots are re-
quired by the aircraft type -certifi-
cation rules of this chapter. The Ad-
ministrator may authorize any other
certificate holder that conducts oper-
ations under part 135 of this chapter to
comply with the training and qualifica-
tion requirements of this subpart in-
stead of subparts E, G, and H of part
135 of this chapter, except that these
certificate holders may choose to com-
ply with the operating experience re-
quirements of §135.344 of this chapter,
instead of the requirements of §121.434;
and

(2) Permits training center personnel
authorized under part 142 of this chap-
ter who meet the requirements of
§§121.411 through 121.414 to provide
training, testing, and checking under
contract or other arrangement to those
persons subject to the requirements of
this subpart.

(b) For the purpose of this subpart,
the airplane groups and terms and defi-
nitions prescribed in §121.400 and the
following definitions apply:

Consolidation is the process by which
a person through practice and practical
experience increases proficiency in
newly acquired knowledge and skills.

Line operating flight time is flight time
performed in operations under this
part.
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Operating cycle is a complete flight

segment consisting of a takeoff, climb,
enroute portion, descent, and a land-
ing.
[Doc. No. 10171, 36 FR 12284, June 30, 1971; as
amended by Amdt. 121-250, 60 FR 65949, Dec.
20, 1995; Amdt. 121-248, 60 FR 20869, Apr. 27,
1995; Amdt. 121-250, 60 FR 65949, Dec. 20, 1995;
Amdt. 121-259, 61 FR 34561, July 2, 1996;
Amdt. 121-263, 62 FR 13791, Mar. 21, 1997]

§121.432

(a) Except in the case of operating
experience under §121.434, a pilot who
serves as second in command of an op-
eration that requires three or more pi-
lots must be fully qualified to act as
pilot in command of that operation.

(b) No certificate holder may conduct
a check or any training in operations
under this part, except for the fol-
lowing checks and training required by
this part or the certificate holder:

(1) Line checks for pilots.

(2) Flight navigator training con-
ducted under the supervision of a flight
navigator flight instructor.

(3) Flight navigator flight checks.

(4) Flight engineer checks (except for
emergency procedures), if the person
being checked is qualified and current
in accordance with §121.453(a).

(6) Flight attendant training and
competence checks.

Except for pilot line checks and flight
engineer flight checks, the person
being trained or checked may not be
used as a required crewmember.

(c) For the purposes of this subpart
the airplane groups prescribed in
§121.400 apply.

(d) For the purposes of this subpart
the terms and definitions in §121.400
apply.

[Doc. No. 9509, 35 FR 95, Jan. 3, 1970, as
amended by Amdt. 121-130, 41 FR 47229, Oct.
28, 1976]

General.

§121.433 Training required.

(a) Initial training. No certificate
holder may use any person nor may
any person serve as a required crew-
member on an airplane unless that per-
son has satisfactorily completed, in a
training program approved under sub-
part N of this part, initial ground and
flight training for that type airplane
and for the particular crewmember po-
sition, except as follows:
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(1) Crewmembers who have qualified
and served as a crewmember on an-
other type airplane of the same group
may serve in the same crewmember ca-
pacity upon completion of transition
training as provided in §121.415.

(2) Crewmembers who have qualified
and served as second in command or
flight engineer on a particular type air-
plane may serve as pilot in command
or second in command, respectively,
upon completion of upgrade training
for that airplane as provided in
§121.415.

(b) Differences training. No certificate
holder may use any person nor may
any person serve as a required crew-
member on an airplane of a type for
which differences training is included
in the certificate holder’s approved
training program unless that person
has satisfactorily completed, with re-
spect to both the crewmember position
and the particular variation of the air-
plane in which he serves, either initial
or transition ground and flight train-
ing, or differences training, as provided
in §121.415.

(c) Recurrent training. (1) No certifi-
cate holder may use any person nor
may any person serve as a required
crewmember on an airplane unless,
within the preceding 12 calendar
months—

(i) For flight crewmembers, he has
satisfactorily completed recurrent
ground and flight training for that air-
plane and crewmember position and a
flight check as applicable;

(ii) For flight attendants and dis-
patchers, he has satisfactorily com-
pleted recurrent ground training and a
competence check; and

(iii) In addition, for pilots in com-
mand he has satisfactorily completed,
within the preceding 6 calendar
months, recurrent flight training in ad-
dition to the recurrent flight training
required in paragraph (c)(1)(i) of this
section, in an airplane in which he
serves as pilot in command in oper-
ations under this part.

(2) For pilots, a proficiency check as
provided in §121.441 of this part may be
substituted for the recurrent flight
training required by this paragraph
and the approved simulator course of
training under §121.409(b) of this part
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may be substituted for alternate peri-
ods of recurrent flight training re-
quired in that airplane, except as pro-
vided in paragraphs (d) and (e) of this
section.

(d) For each airplane in which a pilot
serves as pilot in command, he must
satisfactorily complete either recur-
rent flight training or a proficiency
check within the preceding 12 calendar
months.

(e) Notwithstanding paragraphs (c)(2)
and (d) of this section, a proficiency
check as provided in §121.441 of this
part may not be substituted for train-
ing in those maneuvers and procedures
set forth in a certificate holder’s ap-
proved low-altitude windshear flight
training program when that program is
included in a recurrent flight training
course as required by §121.409(d) of this
part.

[Doc. No. 9509, 35 FR 95, Jan. 3, 1970, as
amended by Amdt. 121-91, 37 FR 10729, May
27, 1972; Amdt. 121-199, 53 FR 37697, Sept. 27,
1988]

§121.434 Operating experience, oper-
ating cycles, and consolidation of
knowledge and skills.

(a) No certificate holder may use a
person nor may any person serve as a
required crewmember of an airplane
unless the person has satisfactorily
completed, on that type airplane and in
that crewmember position, the oper-
ating experience, operating cycles, and
the line operating flight time for con-
solidation of knowledge and skills, re-
quired by this section, except as fol-
lows:

(1) Crewmembers other than pilots in
command may serve as provided herein
for the purpose of meeting the require-
ments of this section.

(2) Pilots who are meeting the pilot
in command requirements may serve as
second in command.

(3) Separate operating experience, op-
erating cycles, and line operating
flight time for consolidation of knowl-
edge and skills are not required for
variations within the same type air-
plane.

(b) In acquiring the operating experi-
ence, operating cycles, and line oper-
ating flight time for consolidation of
knowledge and skills, crewmembers
must comply with the following:

§121.434

(1) In the case of a flight crew-
member, he must hold the appropriate
certificates and ratings for the crew-
member position and the airplane, ex-
cept that a pilot who is meeting the
pilot in command requirements must
hold the appropriate certificates and
ratings for a pilot in command in the
airplane.

(2) The operating experience, oper-
ating cycles, and line operating flight
time for consolidation of knowledge
and skills must be acquired after satis-
factory completion of the appropriate
ground and flight training for the par-
ticular airplane type and crewmember
position.

(3) The experience must be acquired
in flight during operations under this
part. However, in the case of an air-
craft not previously used by the certifi-
cate holder in operations under this
part, operating experience acquired in
the aircraft during proving flights or
ferry flights may be used to meet this
requirement.

(c) Pilot crewmembers must acquire
operating experience and operating cy-
cles as follows:

(1) A pilot in command must—

(i) Perform the duties of a pilot in
command under the supervision of a
check pilot; and

(ii) In addition, if a qualifying pilot
in command is completing initial or
upgrade training specified in §121.424,
be observed in the performance of pre-
scribed duties by an FAA inspector
during at least one flight leg which in-
cludes a takeoff and landing. During
the time that a qualifying pilot in com-
mand is acquiring the operating experi-
ence in paragraphs (c¢)(1) (i) and (ii) of
this section, a check pilot who is also
serving as the pilot in command must
occupy a pilot station. However, in the
case of a transitioning pilot in com-
mand the check pilot serving as pilot
in command may occupy the observer’s
seat, if the transitioning pilot has
made at least two takeoffs and land-
ings in the type airplane used, and has
satisfactorily demonstrated to the
check pilot that he is qualified to per-
form the duties of a pilot in command
of that type of airplane.
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(2) A second in command pilot must
perform the duties of a second in com-
mand under the supervision of an ap-
propriately qualified check pilot.

(3) The hours of operating experience
and operating cycles for all pilots are
as follows:

(i) For initial training, 15 hours in
Group I reciprocating powered air-
planes, 20 hours in Group I turbo-
propeller powered airplanes, and 25
hours in Group II airplanes. Operating
experience in both airplane groups
must include at least 4 operating cy-
cles (at least 2 as the pilot flying the
airplane).

(ii) For transition training, except as
provided in paragraph (c)(3)(iii) of this
section, 10 hours in Group I recipro-
cating powered airplanes, 12 hours in
Group I turbopropeller powered air-
planes, 25 hours for pilots in command
in Group II airplanes, and 15 hours for
second in command pilots in Group II
airplanes. Operating experience in both
airplane groups must include at least 4
operating cycles (at least 2 as the pilot
flying the airplane).

(iii) In the case of transition training
where the certificate holder’s approved
training program includes a course of
training in an airplane simulator under
§121.409(c), each pilot in command
must comply with the requirements
prescribed in paragraph (c)(3)(i) of this
section for initial training.

(d) A flight engineer must perform
the duties of a flight engineer under
the supervision of a check airman or a
qualified flight engineer for at least
the following number of hours:

(1) Group I reciprocating powered air-
planes, 8 hours.

(2) Group I turbopropeller powered
airplanes, 10 hours.

(3) Group II airplanes, 12 hours.

(e) A flight attendant must, for at
least 5 hours, perform the assigned du-
ties of a flight attendant under the su-
pervision of a flight attendant super-
visor qualified under this part who per-
sonally observes the performance of
these duties. However, operating expe-
rience is not required for a flight at-
tendant who has previously acquired
such experience on any large passenger
carrying airplane of the same group, if
the certificate holder shows that the
flight attendant has received sufficient
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ground training for the airplane in
which the flight attendant is to serve.
Flight attendants receiving operating
experience may not be assigned as a re-
quired crewmember. Flight attendants
who have satisfactorily completed
training time acquired in an approved
training program conducted in a full-
scale (except for length) cabin training
device of the type airplane in which
they are to serve may substitute this
time for 50 percent of the hours re-
quired by this paragraph.

(f) Flight crewmembers may sub-
stitute one additional takeoff and land-
ing for each hour of flight to meet the
operating experience requirements of
this section, up to a maximum reduc-
tion of 50% of flight hours, except
those in Group II initial training, and
second in command pilots in Group II
transition training. Notwithstanding
the reductions in programmed hours
permitted under §§121.405 and 121.409,
the hours of operating experience for
flight crewmembers are not subject to
reduction other than as provided in
this paragraph and paragraph (e) of
this section.

(g) Except as provided in paragraph
(h) of this section, pilot in command
and second in command crewmembers
must each acquire at least 100 hours of
line operating flight time for consoli-
dation of knowledge and skills (includ-
ing operating experience required
under paragraph (c) of this section)
within 120 days after the satisfactory
completion of:

(1) Any part of the flight maneuvers
and procedures portion of either an air-
line transport pilot certificate with
type rating practical test or an addi-
tional type rating practical test, or

(2) A §121.441 proficiency check.

(h) The following exceptions apply to
the consolidation requirement of para-
graph (g) of this section:

(1) Pilots who have qualified and
served as pilot in command or second
in command on a particular type air-
plane in operations under this part be-
fore August 25, 1995 are not required to
complete line operating flight time for
consolidation of knowledge and skills.

(2) Pilots who have completed the
line operating flight time requirement
for consolidation of knowledge and
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skills while serving as second in com-
mand on a particular type airplane in
operations under this part after August
25, 1995 are not required to repeat the
line operating flight time before serv-
ing as pilot in command on the same
type airplane.

(3) If, before completing the required
100 hours of line operating flight time,
a pilot serves as a pilot in another air-
plane type operated by the certificate
holder, the pilot may not serve as a
pilot in the airplane for which the pilot
has newly qualified unless the pilot
satifactorily completes refresher train-
ing as provided in the certificate hold-
er’s approved training program and
that training is conducted by an appro-
priately qualified instructor or check
pilot.

(4) If the required 100 hours of line
operating flight time are not com-
pleted within 120 days, the certificate
holder may extend the 120-day period
to no more than 150 days if—

(i) The pilot continues to meet all
other applicable requirements of sub-
part O of this part; and

(ii) On or before the 120th day the
pilot satisfactorily completes refresher
training conducted by an appropriately
qualified instructor or check pilot as
provided in the certificate holder’s ap-
proved training program, or a check
pilot determines that the pilot has re-
tained an adequate level of proficiency
after observing that pilot in a super-
vised line operating flight.

(5) The Administrator, upon applica-
tion by the certificate holder, may au-
thorize deviations from the require-
ments of paragraph (g) of this section,
by an appropriate amendment to the
operations specifications, to the extent
warranted by any of the following cir-
cumstances:

(i) A newly certificated certificate
holder does not employ any pilots who
meet the minimum requirements of
paragraph (g) of this section.

(ii) An existing certificate holder
adds to its fleet an airplane type not
before proven for use in its operations.

(iii) A certificate holder establishes a
new domicile to which it assigns pilots
who will be required to become quali-
fied on the airplanes operated from
that domicile.

§121.438

(i) Notwithstanding the reductions in
programmed hours permitted under
§§121.405 and 121.409 of subpart N of this
part, the hours of operating experience
for flight crewmembers are not subject
to reduction other than as provided in
paragraphs (e) and (f) of this section.

[Doc. No. 9509, 35 FR 95, Jan. 3, 1970, as
amended by Amdt. 121-74, 36 FR 12284, June
30, 1971; Amdt. 121-91, 37 FR 10729, May 27,
1972; Amdt. 121-140, 43 FR 9599, Mar. 9, 1978;
Amdt. 121-144, 43 FR 22647, May 25, 1978;
Amdt. 121-159, 45 FR 41593, June 19, 1980;
Amdt. 121-248, 60 FR 20870, Apr. 27, 1995]

§121.437 Pilot qualification:
cates required.

(a) No pilot may act as pilot in com-
mand of an aircraft (or as second in
command of an aircraft in a flag or
supplemental operation that requires
three or more pilots) unless he holds an
airline transport pilot certificate and
an appropriate type rating for that air-
craft.

(b) No certificate holder may use nor
may any pilot act as a pilot in a capac-
ity other than those specified in para-
graph (a) of this section unless the
pilot holds at least a commercial pilot
certificate with appropriate category
and class ratings for the aircraft con-
cerned, and an instrument rating. Not-
withstanding the requirements of
§61.63 (b) and (c) of this chapter, a pilot
who is currently employed by a certifi-
cate holder and meets applicable train-
ing requirements of subpart N of this
part, and the proficiency check re-
quirements of §121.441, may be issued
the appropriate category and class rat-
ings by presenting proof of compliance
with those requirements to a Flight
Standards District Office.

[Doc. No. 6258, 29 FR 19215, Dec. 31, 1964, as
amended by Amdt. 121-148, 43 FR 46235, Oct.
5, 1978; 44 FR 25202, Apr. 30, 1979; Amdt. 121-
207, 54 FR 39293, Sept. 25, 1989; Amdt. 121-253,
61 FR 2612, Jan. 26, 1996; Amdt. 121-262, 62 FR
13257, Mar. 19, 1997]

Certifi-

§121.438 Pilot operating limitations
and pairing requirements.

(a) If the second in command has
fewer than 100 hours of flight time as
second in command in operations under
this part in the type airplane being
flown, and the pilot in command is not
an appropriately qualified check pilot,
the pilot in command must make all
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takeoffs and landings in the following
situations:

(1) At special airports designated by
the Administrator or at special air-
ports designated by the certificate
holder; and

(2) In any of the following conditions:

(i) The prevailing visibility value in
the latest weather report for the air-
port is at or below % mile.

(ii) The runway visual range for the
runway to be used is at or below 4,000
feet.

(iii) The runway to be used has
water, snow, slush or similar condi-
tions that may adversely affect air-
plane performance.

(iv) The braking action on the run-
way to be used is reported to be less
than “good”.

(v) The crosswind component for the
runway to be used is in excess of 15
knots.

(vi) Windshear is reported in the vi-
cinity of the airport.

(vii) Any other condition in which
the PIC determines it to be prudent to
exercise the PIC’s prerogative.

(b) No person may conduct oper-
ations under this part unless, for that
type airplane, either the pilot in com-
mand or the second in command has at
least 75 hours of line operating flight
time, either as pilot in command or
second in command. The Administrator
may, upon application by the certifi-
cate holder, authorize deviations from
the requirements of this paragraph (b)
by an appropriate amendment to the
operations specifications in any of the
following circumstances:

(1) A newly certificated certificate
holder does not employ any pilots who
meet the minimum requirements of
this paragraph.

(2) An existing certificate holder adds
to its fleet a type airplane not before
proven for use in its operations.

(3) An existing certificate holder es-
tablishes a new domicile to which it as-
signs pilots who will be required to be-
come qualified on the airplanes oper-
ated from that domicile.

[Doc. No. 27210, 60 FR 20870, Apr. 27, 1995]
§121.439 Pilot qualification:
experience.

(a) No certificate holder may use any
person nor may any person serve as a

Recent
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required pilot flight crewmember, un-
less within the preceding 90 days, that
person has made at least three takeoffs
and landings in the type airplane in
which that person is to serve. The
takeoffs and landings required by this
paragraph may be performed in a vis-
ual simulator approved under §121.407
to include takeoff and landing maneu-
vers. In addition, any person who fails
to make the three required takeoffs
and landings within any consecutive
90-day period must reestablish recency
of experience as provided in paragraph
(b) of this section.

(b) In addition to meeting all applica-
ble training and checking requirements
of this part, a required pilot flight
crewmember who has not met the re-
quirements of paragraph (a) of this sec-
tion must reestablish recency of expe-
rience as follows:

(1) Under the supervision of a check
airman, make at least three takeoffs
and landings in the type airplane in
which that person is to serve or in an
advanced simulator or visual simu-
lator. When a visual simulator is used,
the requirements of paragraph (c) of
this section must be met.

(2) The takeoffs and landings re-
quired in paragraph (b)(1) of this sec-
tion must include—

(i) At least one takeoff with a simu-
lated failure of the most critical pow-
erplant;

(ii) At least one landing from an ILS
approach to the lowest ILS minimum
authorized for the certificate holder;
and

(iii) At least one landing to a full
stop.

(c) A required pilot flight crew-
member who performs the manuvers
prescribed in paragraph (b) of this sec-
tion in a visual simulator must—

(1) Have previously logged 100 hours
of flight time in the same type airplane
in which he is to serve;

(2) Be observed on the first two land-
ings made in operations under this part
by an approved check airman who acts
as pilot in command and occupies a
pilot seat. The landings must be made
in weather minimums that are not less
than those contained in the certificate
holder’s operations specifications for
Category I Operations, and must be
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made within 45 days following comple-
tion of simulator training.

(d) When using a simulator to accom-
plish any of the requirements of para-
graph (a) or (b) of this section, each re-
quired flight crewmember position
must be occupied by an appropriately
qualified person and the simulator
must be operated as if in a normal in-
flight environment without use of the
repositioning features of the simulator.

(e) A check airman who observes the
takeoffs and landings prescribed in
paragraphs (b)(1) and (c) of this section
shall certify that the person being ob-
served is proficient and qualified to
perform flight duty in operations under
this part and may require any addi-
tional maneuvers that are determined
necessary to make this certifying
statement.

[Doc. No. 16383, 43 FR 22648, May 25, 1978, as
amended by Amdt. 121-148, 43 FR 46235, Oct.
5, 1978; Amdt. 121-179, 47 FR 33390, Aug. 2,
1982]

§121.440 Line checks.

(a) No certificate holder may use any
person nor may any person serve as
pilot in command of an airplane unless,
within the preceding 12 calendar
months, that person has passed a line
check in which he satisfactorily per-
forms the duties and responsibilities of
a pilot in command in one of the types
of airplanes he is to fly.

(b) A pilot in command line check for
domestic and flag operations must—

(1) Be given by a pilot check airman
who is currently qualified on both the
route and the airplane; and

(2) Consist of at least one flight over
a typical part of the certificate hold-
er’s route, or over a foreign or Federal
airway, or over a direct route.

(c) A pilot in command line check for
supplemental operations must—

(1) Be given by a pilot check airman
who is currently qualified on the air-
plane; and

(2) Consist of at least one flight over
a part of a Federal airway, foreign air-
way, or advisory route over which the
pilot may be assigned.

(d) No certificate holder may use the
services of any person as a pilot in op-
erations under this part unless the cer-
tificate holder evaluates every 6
months the performance, through a

§121.441

line check, of each pilot of the certifi-
cate holder who has attained 60 years
of age. Notwithstanding the foregoing,
a certificate holder is not required to
conduct for a 6-month period a line
check under this paragraph of a pilot
serving as a second-in-command if the
pilot has undergone a regularly sched-
uled simulator evaluation during that
period.

(e) No pilot who has attained 60 years
of age may serve as a pilot in oper-
ations under this part unless the cer-
tificate holder has evaluated the pilot’s
performance every 6 months, through a
line check. Notwithstanding the fore-
going, a certificate holder is not re-
quired to conduct for a 6-month period
a line check under this paragraph of a
pilot serving as a second-in-command
if the pilot has undergone a regularly
scheduled simulator evaluation during
that period.

(f) The training program provisions
of §121.401(b) do not apply to pilots who
have attained 60 years of age and serve
in operations under this part.

[Doc. No. 9509, 35 FR 96, Jan. 3, 1970, as
amended by Amdt. 121-143, 43 FR 22642, May
25, 1978; Amdt. 121-253, 61 FR 2612, Jan. 26,
1996; Amdt. 121-344, 74 FR 34235, July 15, 2009]

§121.441 Proficiency checks.

(a) No certificate holder may use any
person nor may any person serve as a
required pilot flight crewmember un-
less that person has satisfactorily com-
pleted either a proficiency check, or an
approved simulator course of training
under §121.409, as follows:

(1) For a pilot in command, a pro-
ficiency check within the preceding 12
calendar months and, in addition, with-
in the preceding 6 calendar months, ei-
ther a proficiency check or the simu-
lator training.

(2) For all other pilots—

(i) Within the preceding 24 calendar
months either a proficiency check or
the line-oriented simulator training
course under §121.409; and

(ii) Within the preceding 12 calendar
months, either a proficiency check or
any simulator training course under
§121.409.

(b) Except as provided in paragraphs
(c) and (d) of this section, a proficiency
check must meet the following require-
ments:
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(1) It must include at least the proce-
dures and maneuvers set forth in ap-
pendix F to this part unless otherwise
specifically provided in that appendix.

(2) It must be given by the Adminis-
trator or a pilot check airman.

(c) An approved airplane simulator or
other appropriate training device may
be used in the conduct of a proficiency
check as provided in appendix F to this
part.

(d) A person giving a proficiency
check may, in his discretion, waive any
of the maneuvers or procedures for
which a specific waiver authority is set
forth in appendix F to this part if—

(1) The Administrator has not specifi-
cally required the particular maneuver
or procedure to be performed;

(2) The pilot being checked is, at the
time of the check, employed by a cer-
tificate holder as a pilot; and

(3) The pilot being checked is cur-
rently qualified for operations under
this part in the particular type air-
plane and flight crewmember position
or has, within the preceding six cal-
endar months, satisfactorily completed
an approved training program for the
particular type airplane.

(e) If the pilot being checked fails
any of the required maneuvers, the per-
son giving the proficiency check may
give additional training to the pilot
during the course of the proficiency
check. In addition to repeating the ma-
neuvers failed, the person giving the
proficiency check may require the
pilot being checked to repeat any other
maneuvers he finds are necessary to de-
termine the pilot’s proficiency. If the
pilot being checked is unable to dem-
onstrate satisfactory performance to
the person conducting the check, the
certificate holder may not use him nor
may he serve in operations under this
part until he has satisfactorily com-
pleted a proficiency check.

However, the entire proficiency check
(other than the initial second-in-com-
mand proficiency check) required by
this section may be conducted in an ap-
proved visual simulator if the pilot
being checked accomplishes at least
two landings in the appropriate air-
plane during a line check or other
check conducted by a pilot check air-
man (a pilot-in-command may observe
and certify the satisfactory accom-
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plishment of these landings by a sec-
ond-in-command). If a pilot proficiency
check is conducted in accordance with
this paragraph, the next required pro-
ficiency check for that pilot must be
conducted in the same manner, or in
accordance with appendix F of this
part, or a course of training in an air-
plane visual simulator under §121.409
may be substituted therefor.

[Doc. No. 9509, 35 FR 96, Jan. 3, 1970, as
amended by Amdt. 121-103, 38 FR 12203, May
10, 1973, Amdt. 121-108, 38 FR 35446, Dec. 28,
1973; Amdt. 121-144, 43 FR 22648, May 25, 1978;
Amadt. 121-263, 62 FR 13791, Mar. 21, 1997]

§121.443 Pilot in command qualifica-
tion: Route and airports.

(a) Each certificate holder shall pro-
vide a system acceptable to the Admin-
istrator for disseminating the informa-
tion required by paragraph (b) of this
section to the pilot in command and
appropriate flight operation personnel.
The system must also provide an ac-
ceptable means for showing compliance
with §121.445.

(b) No certificate holder may use any
person, nor may any person serve, as
pilot in command unless the certificate
holder has provided that person cur-
rent information concerning the fol-
lowing subjects pertinent to the areas
over which that person is to serve, and
to each airport and terminal area into
which that person is to operate, and
ensures that that person has adequate
knowledge of, and the ability to use,
the information:

(1) Weather characteristics appro-
priate to the season.

(2) Navigation facilities.

(3) Communication procedures, in-
cluding airport visual aids.

(4) Kinds of terrain and obstructions.

(5) Minimum safe flight levels.

(6) En route and terminal area ar-
rival and departure procedures, holding
procedures and authorized instrument
approach procedures for the airports
involved.

(7) Congested areas and physical lay-
out of each airport in the terminal area
in which the pilot will operate.

(8) Notices to Airmen.

[Doc. No. 17897, 45 FR 41594, June 19, 1980;
Amdt. 121-159, 45 FR 43154, June 26, 1980]
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§121.445 Pilot in command airport
qualification: Special areas and air-
ports.

(a) The Administrator may deter-
mine that certain airports (due to
items such as surrounding terrain, ob-
structions, or complex approach or de-
parture procedures) are special airports
requiring special airport qualifications
and that certain areas or routes, or
both, require a special type of naviga-
tion qualification.

(b) Except as provided in paragraph
(c) of this section, no certificate holder
may use any person, nor may any per-
son serve, as pilot in command to or
from an airport determined to require
special airport qualifications unless,
within the preceding 12 calendar
months:

(1) The pilot in command or second in
command has made an entry to that
airport (including a takeoff and land-
ing) while serving as a pilot flight
crewmember; or

(2) The pilot in command has quali-
fied by using pictorial means accept-
able to the Administrator for that air-
port.

(c) Paragraph (b) of this section does
not apply when an entry to that air-
port (including a takeoff or a landing)
is being made if the ceiling at that air-
port is at least 1,000 feet above the low-
est MEA or MOCA, or initial approach
altitude prescribed for the instrument
approach procedure for that airport,
and the visibility at that airport is at
least 3 miles.

(d) No certificate holder may use any
person, nor may any person serve, as
pilot in command between terminals
over a route or area that requires a
special type of navigation qualification
unless, within the preceding 12 cal-
endar months, that person has dem-
onstrated qualification on the applica-
ble navigation system in a manner ac-
ceptable to the Administrator, by one
of the following methods:

(1) By flying over a route or area as
pilot in command using the applicable
special type of navigation system.

(2) By flying over a route or area as
pilot in command under the super-
vision of a check airman using the spe-
cial type of navigation system.

§121.463

(3) By completing the training pro-
gram requirements of appendix G of
this part.

[Doc. No. 17897, 45 FR 41594, June 19, 1980]
§121.447 [Reserved]

§121.453 Flight
tions.

engineer qualifica-

(a) No certificate holder may use any
person nor may any person serve as a
flight engineer on an airplane unless,
within the preceding 6 calendar
months, he has had at least 50 hours of
flight time as a flight engineer on that
type airplane or the certificate holder
or the Administrator has checked him
on that type airplane and determined
that he is familiar and competent with
all essential current information and
operating procedures.

(b) A flight check given in accord-
ance with §121.425(a)(2) satisfies the re-
quirements of paragraph (a) of this sec-
tion.

[Doc. No. 9509, 35 FR 96, Jan. 3, 1970]

§§121.455-121.459 [Reserved]

Subpart P—Aircraft Dispatcher
Qualifications and Duty Time

Limitations: DOMESTIC AND FLAG OPER-
ATIONS; FLIGHT ATTENDANT DUTY PE-
RIOD LIMITATIONS AND REST REQUIRE-
MENTS: DOMESTIC, FLAG, AND SUPPLE-
MENTAL OPERATIONS

§121.461 Applicability.

This subpart prescribes—

(a) Qualifications and duty time limi-
tations for aircraft dispatchers for cer-
tificate holders conducting domestic
flag operations; and

(b) Duty period limitations and rest
requirements for flight attendants used
by certificate holders conducting do-
mestic, flag, or supplemental oper-
ations.

[Doc. No. 28154, 61 FR 2612, Jan. 26, 1996]
§121.463 Aircraft dispatcher qualifica-
tions.

(a) No certificate holder conducting
domestic or flag operations may use
any person, nor may any person serve,
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